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OFFICERS  AND  STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTI^IEI'TT . 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


C.L.  Broomheady  M,D, ,B.Ch, yD»P.H« 

(also  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  Boroughs  of  ChippenhaJii 
and  Malmeshuryy  and  the  Rural 
Districts  of  Caine  & Chippenham 
and  Malmeshury) 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 


ADDITIONAL  PUBLIC  HEilLTH 
INSPECTOR 


T,V,  Oliver,  M,I , j,Mun.E. , C.R.S.l, 
M . S . I ..-X, 

(v/ho  in  addition  holds  the  post 
of  Borough  Surveyor)  -Retired 
on  4 Jul  58 

CoC.  Dowding,  Cert.  S.I.E.B., 
Meat  & Other  Poods  Cert.R.S.l 
(v/ho  in  addition  holds  the  post 
of  Borough  Surveyor)  - from 
5 Ju.1  58. 


E.  Day  Cert  S.I.E.B. ,Meat  & Other 
Poods  Cert.  R.S.l,  -from  18  Nov  58. 


SECRETARY  TO  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  S.C.V.  Vailiamson, Cert.  R.I.P.H.H. 


The  t\io  Committees  of  the  Borough  Council  dealing 
directly  with  Puhlic  Health  matters  are:- 

(i)  Health,  Housing  and  Tov/n  Planning  Committee 

and 

(ii)  Water  and  Sewerage  Committee. 
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Mr*  Mayor,  Aldermen  & Councillors, 

Caine  Borougli  Council. 


Mr*  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 


I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  the  Borough  during  the  year  195S* 

Infectious  disease  notified  reached  a new  low  level, 
i.e*  only  40  notifications  of  ¥/hich  35  were  in  respect  of 
Measles,  No  cases  of  Pood  Poisoning  or  Dysentery  were  notified 
a particularly  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  a Borough  v/hich 
exports  so  much  meat  surplus  to  its  requirements. 

There  were  115  live  hirths  during  the  year  and  a total 
of  56  deaths.  The  principle  causes  of  death  were  as  usual, 
Cororonary  Disease  and  other  Heart  Disease  and  Cancer, 

The  Council’s  Water  Undertaking  has  continued  to  supply 
a satisfactory  treated  water  to  the  public,  on  only  one  occasion 
was  an  unsatisfactory  sample  reported  by  the  Laboratory. 

The  Council’s  scheme  for  enlarging  and  iirpiroving  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Y/orks  was  completed  during  the  year,  and  a 
sample  of  the  final  effluent  has  been  reported  as  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  Council’s  Housing  Retu:?ns  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government  will  be  found  in  the 
report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector* 

A report  on  environmental  health  based  on  statistics 
particular  to  the  Borough  only  must  of  necessity  be  somev/hat 
curtailed.  Preventive  and  curative  medici  ne  has  made  great 
strides  during  the  last  fifty  years  and  the  field  is  now 
extended  to  such  subjects  as  Radiation  and  Clean  Air,  the 
Fluoridation  of  V/ater  Supplies,  Mental  Health  and  the  prevention 
of  Cancer,  The  following  notes  on  public  health  may  be  of 
interest  to  the  Council, 

Children  nowadays  do  not  normally  die  from  disease, 
they  die  either  during  birth,  shortly  after,  or  eventually  as 
a result  of  accidents  in  the  home  or  on  the  roads.  This  is  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  situation  fifty  years  ago  v/hen  the  death 
rate  of  infants  under  one  year  was  six  times  what  it  is  today. 

At  the  other  end  of  the  span  of  life,  a man  bom  today 
oan  reasonably  expect  to  reach  sixty  eight  and  a woman  seventy 
four,  A man  bom  in  1841  could  only  anticipate  an  average 
expectation  of  life  of  forty  years.  As  a result,  the  ratio  of 
those  over  seventy  to  the  rest  of  the  population  is  nov/  1 in 
16,  it  is  expected  to  be  1 in  7 in  tv/en ty  years  time.  It  is 
apparent  therefore  that  life  is  being  extended  at  both  ends  of 
the  scale,  a process  of  which  can  be  reasonably  expected  to 
continue , 


Certain  causes  of  death  showing  some  increase  are 
Coronary  Disease  and  Lung  Cancer,  the  deaths  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  hov/ever  continue  to  fall.  Since  the  introduction 
of  the  National  Health  Act,  the  prevention  of  Tube r cul o si s , is 
divided  between  three  authorities,  i.e*  The  Regional  Hospital 
Board,  the  County  Council  and  the  Local  District  Councils, 

This  tripartite  arrangement  occasions  some  overlap*  The  Local 
District  Councils  are  principally  concerned  with  the  environment 
i#e,  the  housing  of  the  patient  and  the  safeguarding  of  milk 
supplies  and  food  production.  The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis 
of  glands  and  bones  has  been  reduced  by  safeguarding  milk 
supplies  either  by  the  tuberculin  testing  of  cattle  or  by 
pasteurisation.  Tuberculosis  of  the  lungs,  in  spite  of 
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improvements  in  housing  conditions  and  nutrition  v/as  still  a 
great  problem  a decade  ago.  Sanatoria  v/ere  overcrov/ded  and 
the  death  rate  in  males  ¥i/as  four  times  the  present  rate.  This 
great  change  has  been  effected  by  the  introduction  of  ne¥ir  drugs. 
There  is  a tendency  nowadays  for  notification  of  Pulm^onary 
Tuberculosis  to  include  a preponderance  of  elderly  men  in  \7hom 
the  disease  has  become  a chronic  condition.  This  has  the  effect 
of  maintaining  the  total  number  of  known  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  on  the  register. 

Only  two  cases  of  Pulrnonai'y  Tuberculosis  v/ere  notified 
during  the  year,  A total  of  29  cases  remaining  on  the  register. 

Many  infectious  diseases,  frequently  fatal,  which 
affected  man  in  the  past,  have  now  practically  disappeared  and 
no  longer  constitute  a danger  to  health.  Diseases  such  as 
Cholera,  Typhus,  Plague  and  Diphtheria  are  novradays  never  seen 
by  medical  students.  Diphtheria  first  treated  by  anti-toxin 
to  reduce  mortality  rates,  is  now  prevented  by  immunisation, 
commenced  during  the  last  wa.r.  Before  immunisation,  the 
average  annual  notifications  throughout  the  country  wove  over 
55,000  and  the  deaths  nearly  2,800,  The  last  available  figures 
for  1957  show  37  notifications  and  six  deaths,  most  of  v/hom 
had  not  been  immunised^ 

Scarlet  Fever,  although  still  a notifiable  infectious 
disease,  is  no  longer  the  serious  illness  of  the  past  ¥/hen 
either  death  or  severe  complications  affecting  the  heart  or 
kidneys  were  not  unusual „ The  odd  case  of  Scarlet  Fever 
cropping  up  here  and  there  is  usually  merely  an  expiression,  in 
a susceptible  subject,  of  a generalised  streptococcal  infection 
in  the  public  at  large  and  is  not  infrequently  associated  mth 
an  outbreak  of  nose,  and  threat  infections^ 

Measles  shows  an  ir creasing  incidence,  and  no  preventive 
measures  are  available;  the  complications  of  Measles  however 
are  nowadays  controlled  by  either  antibiotics  or  new  dimgs  and 
no  longer  constitute  a danger  to  life„ 

Pneumonia,  usually  fatal  in  the  past,  particularly 
in  the  elderly,  can  now  be  treated  wdth  the  new  antibiotics 
and  dinigs  ¥/ith  a good,  chance  of  recovery.  Tuberculous 
Meningitis  and  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  can  also  be  cared  for  by 
similar  methods. 

The  immunisation  campaiga  against  Poliomyelitis,  after 
a slow  start,  has  at  last  gained  the  confidence  and  attention 
of  the  public,  although  the  demand  for  immunisation  by  the 
older  groups  of  13  to  26  years  ims  negligible  until  the 
unfortunate  death  of  a ¥/elI.  luio¥\n  football  player  from 
Poliomyelitis . 

In  vie¥i/’  of  the  changing  pattern  of  infectious  diseases, 
the  la¥/  relating  to  notification  now  requires  revicY/  and 
modification  to  bring  it  up  to  date.  It  is  doubtful  ¥/hether  ’ 
the  notification  of  Measles  serves  any  useful  purpose  or  is 
worth  the  cost  entailed^  In  my  opinion,  notification  of  this 
infection  should  cease  to  be  required. 

On  the  27  May  58,  a report  on  the  Fluoridation  of 
Domestic  Water  Supplies  ¥/as  made  to  the  Health,  Housing  and 
Tov/n  Planning  Committee,  In  Y±ew  of  the  practical  difficulties 
inherent  in  this  procedure,  no  further  action  was  decided. 
Investigations  ¥/ere  carried  out  some  years  ago  into  the  natural 
fluorine  content  of  the  ¥/ater  supply,  the  analyst  reporting 
fluorine  0.10  pap,ra,  present. 
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Radioactivity  from  natural  sources  and  the  development 
and  application  of  atomic  energy  is  assuming  considerahle 
importance  in  public  health.  The  destructive  action  on  living 
cells  is  the  same  as  the  action  of  X Rays  or  radium,  the 
pioneers  of  X-Rays  suffered  considerably  before  adequate 
protective  measures  were  considered,  necessary,  Natural  sources 
have  always  produced  radiation  in  variable  amounts  but  in 
amounts  so  small  and  v/ith  such  limited  application  as  to  have 
little  harmful  effect.  Artificial  sources  of  radiation  from 
the  experimental  explosion  of  atomic  bombs,  to  the  use  of 
Strontium  to  luminize  watches  have  been  under  investigation 
as  to  their  cumulative  effect  on  man  for  some  time.  The 
estination  of  Strontinm  90  in  drinking  ¥mter  is  thought  advisable 
in  some  quarters  but  estimation  requires  highly  skilled  tech- 
nicians with  considerable  experience  and  expensive  equipment. 

Much  of  the  radioactivity  in  various  foods  is  fortunately 
excreted,  the  cumulative  effect  depends  on  the  body  mechanism 
controlling  its  retention. 

Milk,  as  a source  of  radioactive  strontium  was  given 
some  press  publicity  during  the  early  months  of  the  year  and  as 
a result,  the  following  report  was  presented  to  the  Council, 

"My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a paragraph  in  the  Wilts, 

Gazette  & Herald  of  the  13  Peb  58  headed  This  Nuclear  Age,  Milk 
may  be  a "Killer”, 

The  paragraph  reported  statements  attributed  to  a Dr.  Taylor  who 
is  quoted  as  warning  mothers  that  milk  could  be  a killer,  he 
is  further  reported  as  saying  that  everytime  a child  drank  milk 
he  was  absorbing  some  radio-strontium  90  which  could  result  in 
bone  disease  or  a form  of  cancer. 

Public  sta  tements  such  aa  these,  unless  they  are  based  on 
authoritive  information  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the 
Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  can  do  nothiing  but  ham 
and  in  my  opinion  cause  quite  unnecessary  alarm  and  anxiety  to 
parents  and  expectant  motherso 

The  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  is  collecting  inform.ation 
on  this  problem  at  present  and  the  Medical  Research  Council  in 
Jun  58  published  a boofc  on  "The  Hazards  to  Man  of  Nuclear  and 
Allied  Radiations”, 

The  reference  in  the  press  report  to  radio-active  substances 
no  doubt  refers  to  Strontium  90?  a radioactive  fission  product. 

Since  Jan  51?  according  to  the  report  of  the  Medical  Research 
Council,  continual  watch  has  been  kept  by  the  Atomic  Energy 
Authority  on  the  radio-active  fall-out  reaching  this  country 
from  nuclear  devises  exploded  in  other  parts  of  the  world.  The 
activity  in  rain  water  at  selected  sites  is  recorded  continually. 

In  addition,  the  atmosphere  is  sampled  daily. 

It  appears  that  the  intention  of  Dr,  Taylor  was  to  warn  the 
public  of  the  dangers  to  thu  v/orld  generally  of  continued 
Hydrogen  Bomb  explosions;  a prolific  source  of  radioactive 
material  which  might  accumulate  to  dangerous  levels  in  the  future. 

There  is  no  evidence  at  present  that  dangerous  levels  have  been 
reached  in  this  country,  and  parents  can  be  assured  accordingly 
that  there  is  no  danger  in  giving  covirs  milk,  an  extremely 
valuable  food,  to  their  children”. 
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The  preventive  measures  required  "by  law  and  the  greater 
efficiency  of  curative  medicine  hy  the  use  of  new  drugs  and 
antibiotics  have  greatly  reduced  the  activities  of  Local 
District  Councils  in  the  control  of  outbreaks  of  infectious 
disease.  Massive  outbreaks  of  serious  infection  are  nowadays 
unlikely,  nevertheless  constant  vigilance  is  still  required 
to  ensure  that  the  public  receives  a pure  ¥;ater  supply,  clean 
and  wholesome  food,  prepared  and  distributed  under  hygienic 
conditions,  safe  milk  production  and  distribution,  adequate 
housing,  sev/age  disposal  and  finally  clean  air, 

I am  grateful  to  Mr,  Dowding  and  the  staff  of  the 
Borough  Council  for  their  co-operation  and  help  during  the 
year. 


I am,  Mr,  Mayor  and  G-entlemen, 
Your  Obedient  Servant, 


C.L,  BROOMHEAD, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


GENERAL 


STATISTICS 
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Area  (in  acres)  ...» . , I276 

Population  6420 

No.  of  inhabited,  houses  at  end  of  1958 

according  to  the  Rate  Book  ..........  2071 

Rateable  Value  at  1.4.58  ..........  £65,519 

Sum  represented  by  the  Penny 

Rate  (1957/58) £263.2.10. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


LIVE  BIRTHS 


BIRTHS 

MALE 

Legitimate 

58 

Illegitimate 

2 

Total  Live 

Births 

60 

FEMALE  TOTAL 

54  112 

1 3 

55  115 


Ci*ude  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  ........  .17.9  per  1000 

of  the  population. 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  ......  .17*7  per  1000 

of  the  population. 

Comparative  Birth  Rate  for  England  & Wales  ,l6, 4 per  1000 

of  the  population. 

The  population  figure  includes  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  area  and  the  Birth  Rate  is  based  on  this 
population.  To  make  an  approximate  allowance  for  the  way  in 
which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population  differs 
from  that  for  England  & Wales  as  a whole,  the  Crude  Birth  Rate 
for  the  area  is  multiplied  by  the  Area  Comparability  Factor, i,e. 

0.99. 


The  Birth  Rate  for  the  Borough  for  1958  is  slightly 
higher  as  compared  with  the  rate  for  1957  which  was  17.5  per 
1000  of  the  population, 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Two  still  births  were  recorded  during  1958,  The 
rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  equivalents  17.0 
The  comparative  rate  for  England  & V/ales  is  2d, 6 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 


MALE 

FEIAIE 

TOTAL 

Legitinate 

3 

3 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

Infant  Mortality  Rates; 

3 

3 

Nuraber  of  deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per  ' 
1000  live  births  ...  ,.o ......  . .26,0 

Comparative  rate  for  England  & Wales,,  • • 22,5 
One  of  the  infants  recorded  in  this  table  vms  under  4 vi^eeks  of  age. 


DEATHS 
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Deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  during  195S  v/ere  as 
follows 


Males  Females  Total 

~Tp 25"”^ — ’56' 

Crude 

Death  Rate  for  the  Borough,  8*6  per  1000 

of  the  population. 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  , . • .8*68  per  1000 

of  the  population. 

Comparative  Death  Rate  for  England  & Wales  . .11*7  1000 

of  the  population. 

Crude  Death  Rate  for  the  Borough  (1957)  • . . 7.8  per  1000 

of  the  population. 


ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Male 

Tuherculosis  (respiratory)  1 
Tuherculosis  (other)  - 
Syphilitic  disease  1 
Diphtheria  - 
Whooping  Cough  - 
Meningococcal  infections  - 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ~ 
Measles  - 
Other  infective  and  parastic  diseases  - 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  - 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  hronchus.  3 
Malignant  neoplasm,  hreast  - 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  - 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms4 


Leukaemia,  a leukaemia  - 
Diabetes  ~ 
Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  3 
Coronary  disease  angina  3 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease  1 
Other  heart  disease  5 
Other  circulatory  disease  2; 
Influenza  - 
Pneumonia  ~ 
Bronchitis  3 


Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  1 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  - 
Oastritis, enteritis  and  diarrhoea  - 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ~ 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate  « 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 
Congenital  malformations  - 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseaes  1 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  - 
All  other  accidents  2 
Suicide  - 
Homicide  and  operations  of  v/ar  — 

Totals:-  30 


Female  Total 
1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 

5 

k 

2 


1 


3 


1 

4 

1 

5 

2 

8 

8 

1 

9 

4 


3 

1 


1 


1 

3 


26  56 


Of  the  fifty  six  deaths  which  occurred  during  the 
year,  eleven  were  due  to  various  forms  of  Cancer  and  twenty 
two  Y/ere  due  to  diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulatory  system. 
Eight  deaths  were  due  to  Coronary  disease. 


PREVALENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 
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The  folloviTing  tables  show  the  infectious  diseases  notified 
during  1958  with  comparative  statistics  for  the  years  since  1954. 


DISEASE 


a 


1954  1955  1956  1957 

ha  ha  ha  1 


1958 


h a 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic ) 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

(Non-Paralytic) 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Smallpox 

Paratyphoid  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 
Pneumonia. 


2 

39 

3 


2 1 1 5 5 23  21  5 

39  4 4 38  38  8 8 - 


3 13  13  2.  2 230  230  33 


-14  14  19  17  - 

- 1 1 - 


1 


*-  7 7 7 7 - 

- - - 1 11 

1 - - - « 1 


5 


33 


1 

1 


TOTALS : 


45  45  2.0  20  67  67  288  284  40  40, 


a = Numbers  originally  notified 
h = Final  numbers  after  correction. 


Apart  from,  a mild  outbreak  of  Measles,  few  cases  of 
infectious  disease  were  notified  during  1958;  the  absence  of 
cases  of  food  poisoning  and  dysentery  is  particularly  worthy  of 
note. 


The  above  table  shows  all  cases  of  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  occurring  within  the  Borough  since  1954*  It  will  be 
seen  that  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  have  predominated  and  that  only 
one  case  of  non-paralytic  Poliomyelitis  has  been  notified  during 
the  five  year  period. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
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The  following  tables  shovir  the  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified  and  confirmed  by  the  Chest  Physician  during  1958. 


PUMOUARY  _NOIT.-PUIiiONARY  TOTIX 
Male  Female  Male  Female  Male  Female 


Age  G-rou-ps 


Under  5 

5-14  1 

15-24 
25-44 
45-64 

65  & over  1 

Age  unknovm. . 

Totals:-  2 


2- 


There  was  one  death  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  during 
the  year,  a male  aged  71  years. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the 


follows 


of  Tuberculous 

Persons  at 

the  end  of  1958, 

were  as 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

13 

11 

24 

Non-Pulmonary 

3 

2 

5 

Totals ; 

16 

13 

29 

MASS  X-RAY 


It  was  not  found  possible  to  arrange  for  a visit  of 
a Mobile  X-Ray  Unit  to  the  Borough  during  1958  but  a request 
will  be  made  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  for  a survey  during 

1959. 


The  National  Assistance  Act^  1948 

Sec.U?  Removal  to  suitahle  -premises  of  persons  in  need 
of  care  and  attention . 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  it  ¥/as  not  found 
necessary  during  the  year  to  effect  the  compulsory  rem.oYal 
of  any  person  imder  the  provisions  of  this  Act. 


DIPHTHERIA  BMIMISATIQN  AKD 
V’/HOQPING  COUGH  IMMUHISATION . 

The  folloviTing  children  received  primary  iramnnisation 
during  1958. 

Under  1 year  Ages  vrs.  Ages  5^14  yns 
194  " 38  " 2R 


TOTAL:  254 


Total  immunised 


;ion  at  31. 


Ages  0~4  yrs  Age s 5~l4yrs  Total 

428  986  I4l4 

The  above  statistics  represent  an  increase  over 
the  figures  recorded  during  1957* 


VACCINATION 

The  folloviring  children  were  vaccinated  during 


Ages  1-4  yns 
11 


During  1957  93  children  were  vaccinated, 


T.0  The  Mayor,  Aldernen,  and  Councillors, 

CALTIE  BOROUGH  CODICIL. 


Mr .Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Anmml  Report  for  the  year  1958, 
the  first  since  my  appointment  as  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 

On  this  occasion  I v/ould  like  to  refer  to  the  retirement  of 
lir.  T,V. Oliver,  ny  predecessor,  who  relinquished  his  post  after  nearly 
thirty  years  in  office. 

He  was  instrumental  in  recommending  many  of  the  policies  v;hich 
are  now  being  pursued*  As  a colleague  and  friend,  he  was  most  helpful 
and  during  my  years  working  under  him, he  a,lways  gave  me  the  full  benefit 
of  his  long  experience  and  judgement. 

The  work  of  the  Department  has  shovm  steady  progress  and  the 
emphasis  has  been  on  Health  Education,  Meat  Inspection,  Food  Hygiene,  and 
Housing, 


In  the  sphere  of  Health  Education  talks  have  been  given  to  the 
Senior  Scholars  of  the  Caine  Secondary  Modem  School,  and  it  is  hoped  this 
co-operation  will  continue. 

Meat  Inspection  takes  a large  proportion  of  the  Officers'  time  and 
it  is  interesting  to  note  that  during  the  year  no  cases  of  congenital 
tuberculosis  in  calves  were  reported.  There  was  one  case  of  Cysticercus  Bo vis* 

Inspections  of  Food  Premises  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
continue,  and  most  traders  are  alive  to  their  responsibility  and  have 
proved  co-operative. 

In  the  field  of  Housing  much  preparatory  work  in  connection  with  the 
proposed  Bollings  Lane  area  has  been  completed,  and  it  is  hoped  to  present 
this  Scheme  before  the  next  annual  report  becomes  due. 

One  event  of  major  importance  requires  special  mention,  I refer  to 
the  Official  Opening  of  the  New  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  The  works  are  proving 
efficient  and  the  analysis  of  the  final  effluent  contained  in  this  report 
fully  justifies  the  rather  heavy  expenditure  involved. 

In  conclusion,  I would  like  to  thank  the  Members  of  the  Council 
and  Health  Committee^  Dr,Broomhead,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healthj  and 
the  Members  of  Staff  for  the  support  they  have  given  during  my  tine  in  office. 


I an,  Mr .Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


CLIZFOIU)  C.DOWDING, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
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RJBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 


RAINFALL 

The  raijofall  is  recorded  at  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  the  reading 
being  taken  at  9*0  a.m.  every  day*  From  this  information  the  following 
table  has  been  compiled. 


MONTH. 

TO'TAL  RAINFALL 

BICHES. 

January 

3*04 

February 

3.34 

I'iarch 

l.Vf 

April 

1,08 

May 

2,86 

June 

3.29 

July 

4,09 

August 

3.11 

September 

4.52 

October 

2.93 

November 

2.69 

December 

2.93 

35.32 

Jan  .Feb  .Mar  .Apr  .May  . 

Jun 

Wet  Days 

13 

13 

8 4 12 

11 

Rain  Days 

4 

2 

113 

3 

Dry  Days 

14 

13  22  25  16 

16 

GREATEST  FALL  No*0F  DAYS 

IN  HOURS.  WITH  *01  OR 

MORE  RECORDED. 

.85  (28th)  17 

.95  (2Ath)  15 

.33  (28th)  9 

*49  ( 3th)  5 

,49  (23rd)  15 

lo92  ( 2nd)  14 

.89  (25th)  15 

,67  (22nd)  20 

1,02  (23rd)  15 

,92  ( 3rd)  16 

1,05  C 1st)  13 

.48  (18th)  20 


174 

Jul,Aug8Sep,0ct,Nov,Dec,  Total. 
14  17  12  12  10  13  139 

1 3 3 4 3 7 35 

16  11  15  15  17  11  191 


These  figures  compare  with  29*20  total  rainfall  recorded  in  1957* 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  v/as  the  heaviest  since  1959  when 

37*59  inches  was  recorded. 

The  average  rainfall  for  the  previous  three  years  was  26*85 

There  was  one  period  of  absolute  drought  v/hich  occurred  between 
April  6th,  and  April  23rd,  March  and  April  were  the  two  driest  months  vath 
a total  rainfall  of  2,52  inches,  On  only  twelve  days  did  the  rainfall 
exceed  *04  inches.  In  comparison,  during  August  and  September  the  total 
rainfall  v;as  7*63  inches  and  a rainfall  of  .04  or  more  was  recorded  on  tv/enty- 
nine  days,  ‘The  seven  days  from  28th, September  to  4th, October  were  particularly 
wet,  the  total  rainfall  being  3*57  inches.  This  is  nearly  one  and  a half 
times  the  total  for  March  and  April, 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Water  Undertaking  has  been  ovmed  by  the  Town  Council  since 
1947*  ^he  area  served  by  the  Caine  Water  Orders  1882  to  1938  includes  the 
Municipal  Borough  and  the  Parish  of  Caine  Vfithout,  in  the  Rural  District  of 
Caine  and  Chippenham* 

The  supply  is  obtained  from  the  Lov/er  Greensand  Springs  at  Calstone 
Wellington,  about  three  miles  to  the  South  East  of  the  Town  in  the  Rural 
District  of  Caine  & Chippenham*  The  water  is  of  good  quality  and  non-plunbo 
solvent.  It  is  chlorinated  at  source* 

The  T/ater  is  brouglit  to  the  Borough  by  6"  and  9”  mains  and  thence 
it  is  distributed  throughout  the  Tovm,  The  distibution  mains  vary  in  size 
from  2"  to  6",  and  the  total  leng-bh  is  estimated  to  be  TWELVE  miles. 
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WATER  SUPPLY  (Continued) 


Samples. 

During  the  year  ^0  samples  of  chlorinated  water  from  the  Town’s 
supply  were  taken  and  analysed  and  4-9  were  found  to  be  satisfactory#  On© 
sample  was  reported  upon  as  unsatisfactory  as  1 B#Coli  (Type  l)  v/as  present 
in  100  Mlo  Subsequent  samples  were  all  reported  upon  as  se.tisfactory# 

In  addition,  samples  of  water  wore  taken  at  the  intake  as  follows 

Lower  Spring  - ID 

Ikxin  Spring  - 10 

Spring  in  Bank  - lO 
Tap  at 

Waterworks  10, 

Of  these  samples,  the  10  taken  at  the  Vfeterworks  tap  were  all 
satisfactory# 


The  samples  taken  at  the  Springs,  prior  to  treatment,  vrere  reported 
upon  as  follows 


l6 

9 

1 

2 

1 

1 


No  pollution. 

Slight  pollution  v/ith  faecal  coliform  organisms. 

Slight  pollution  ?;ith  faecal  and  non-faecal  coliform 
organisms « 

Moderate  pollution  T/ith  faecal  and  non-faecal 
coliform  organisms. 

Considerable  pollution  with  non-faecal  or^nisms,  and 
a moderate  pollution  with  faecal  organisms. 

Not  tested  owing  to  the  bottle  leaking* 


SB’’ffiRAGE  and  SMAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  developed  portion  of  the  Borough  is 
sewered  although  oviring  to  difficulty  in  falls  and  isolation  there  Vvdll  almys 
be  some  houses  which  have  to  rely  upon  septic  tanks  or  earth  closets. 


The  percentage  of  such  houses  not  connected  to  the  main  drainage 
system  is,  however,  less  than  of  all  those  inhabited,  and  about  2/3rds 

of  these  arc  outside  the  draina,ge  area# 


The  Scheme  for  enlarging  the  sev;age  disposal  works  at  a cost  of 
approximately  £ 79^000,  was  completed  and  the  new  settlement  tanks,  pumping 
stations,  humus  tanks,  drying  beds,  and  filters,  are  in  full  operation# 

The  vrorks  are  staffed  by  two  full-time  employees  directly  under  the  control 
of  the  Borou^  Siarveyor  and  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector# 


Tlie  final  disposal  of  sludge  still  presents  a costly  item  of 
maintenance*  Experience  has  shomi  that  some  farmers  in  the  area  will  take 
the  sludge  during  certain  seasons,  at  other  times  this  is  bui’ied  at  the 
refuse  tip# 


SAI\1PLE  - A composite  sample  of  the  final  effluent  taken  on  the 
22nd, September ,1958 j indicated  the  following  :~ 


Apnearance 


Reaction . 


Pale  brov/n,  almost  clear  solution.  Pine  brown 
suspended  material  and  sediment#  Earthy  smell# 

ph  7.8 
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SEy/MAGE  AND  SMAGE  DISPOSAL  ( C ont inued) 
Annonia  (as  N)  (Cont.,.,) 


Free 

" lo7  Parts 

Albuminoid 

0,82 

Chlorine  (as  Chlorides) 

410 

equivalent  to  Sodium 

Chloride 

677 

Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hrs) 

12,2 

Nitrite  i 

Strong  reaction 

Nitrate 

33 

dissolved  Solids 

1400 

Suspended  Solids 

28 

TOTAL  SOLIDS 

D428 

Dissolved  Oxygen  absorbed  after  5 days  incubation  (B  0 D)  12,5 
Inpurity  Eigure  - 10 

Stability  test  - No  change  when  incvibated  at  blood  heat  48  hours. 


Comnent  The  effluent  is  a good  one  and  v/ell  nitrified.  The 

high  chloride  and  dissolved  solids  are  characteristic  and  almost 
certainly  connected  with  Messrs  C,  & T,Harris  (Calne)  Ltd, 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

All  refuse  is  collected  weekly  by  direct  labour  and  in  spite  of 
increasing  demands  on  the  available  labour  force  due  to  the  addition  of 
new  houses 5 the  service  was  satisfactorily  maintained. 


The  refuse  tip  is  at  Caine  Low,  about  1 mile  to  the  east  of  the 
tovm,  in  worked  out  sandpits  owned  by  Messrs  E,W,Bradley  & Sons.  The  tip 
is  sprayed  ?irith  dressing  during  the  sximnier  months  to  preclude  nuisance  from 
insect  pests.  Rat  infestation  is  dealt  v/ith  by  gassing  or  baiting  as  and 
when  necessary. 


The  following  table  shows  the  cost  of  collection  for  refuse  and 
salvage  during  the  year 


Collection, 

Salvage, 

Total, 

Wages 

933. 

. 4,  1 

739.  7.  9 

1672,11.10 

Running  costs  of 
Refuse  Vehicle, 
Incl«Licences, 

588. 

> 0,10 

302.  4.  8 

890,  5.  6 

Gross 

1521. 

> 4.11 

1041.12.  5 

2562,17,  4 

Less  Credits. 

- 

“ - 

975.  6.  0 

975.  6.  0 

Nett  £ 

1521: 

W1 

5 

1587.11.  4 

Collection  costs  per 

house 

to  nearest 

Refuse  Collection, 

Gross 

l4/2d  Salvage 

Gross 

9/8d, 

Nett 

14/2d. 

Nett 

7d. 

Gross  Total  per  house  23/lOd, 

Nett  " " ” 14/5  4. 


The  collection  of  kitchen  waste  has  been  discontinued. 
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HOUSING. 


The  follov/ing  table  is  compiled  from  the  returns  made  to  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  & Local  Government. 


Houses  Demolished 

In  Clearance  Areas  (Housing  Act  1957) 


Individual  houses  demolished  (Not  in 

clearance  areas) (Housing  Act, 1957) 
(Nos, 3,^5, 7, 9, 11  & 13,  Silver  St.) 
Nos, 9 i’ll*  & 13*  C\irzon  Street) 

Ifeviously  closed. 

Houses  Closed.  (Housing  Act, 1957) 


Houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  by 
informal  action. 


Number  of  persons  re-housed  by  the  Local 
Authority  as  a result  of  above  action. 


NIL 

9 

NIL 

1 

5 


Rent  Act, 1957. 

No  applications  were  received  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
or  for  any  other  certificates  prescribed  by  the  Act. 


Grants. 


The  number  of  Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act  ,1957 
during  the  year,  was  two.  The  total  amount  of  grant  approved  v/as  £ 380. 


Pourteen  two  bedroomed  old  peoples  Bungalows  were  completed  for 
the  Council  <during  the  year.  The  rate  of  Council  past  war  house  building 


is  reflected  in  the  following 

table 

Year 

1946  - 

1947 

20 

1), 

1947  - 

19^f8 

- 

42 

ti 

1948  - 

1949 

- 

Z 

tt 

1949  - 

1950 

20 

tt 

1950  - 

1951 

30 

It 

1951  - 

1952 

hk- 

t! 

1952  - 

1953 

- 

71 

II 

1953  - 

1954 

- 

40 

II 

1954  - 

1955 

- 

29 

II 

1955  - 

1956 

- 

21 

II 

1956  - 

1957 

- 

47 

II. 

1957  - 

1958 

47 

421 

The  figures  in  the  table  relate  to  the  current  financial  year  in 
each  case,  i.e,  1st .April  to  31st, March.  The  14  bungalows  were  completed 

in  Pebruary  1958,  and  are  included  in  the  total  of  47  shoTO  for  1957-1958  in 
the  table. 


Twenty— three  private  enterprise  houses  and  bungalows  were  completed 
making  a total  of  245  since  1945* 

Sale  of  Council  Houses . 

Three  Council  Houses  were  sold  to  tenants  during  the  year  making  a 
total  to  the  31st .December, 1958,  of  EIGHTEEN, 


Cont,,,,  Page  5 


J 


A 


i I ■ 


S 


Pas©  5 


PIOUSIN&  (Continued) 

Over 

Cases  of  overcrowding  were  dealt  with  hy  voluntary  intcjrchanging  of 
Co\incil  house  tenancies  arranged  through  the  Housing  Officer,  with  the 
consent  and  cncourageraent  of  the  Local  Authority# 

Council* s Housing  Waiting  List# 

The  nunber  of  persons  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Waiting  List  is 

156. 


HDDMT  CONTROL. 


Prevention  of  Daraai 


Por  this  purpose,  the  Council  employ  a part  tine  rodent  operator# 

As  usual  the  systematic  treatment  of  sewers,  refuse  tip,  the  river  banks, 
and  other  munieipally  owned  property,  was  carried  out, 

A few  major  and  minor  infestations  v;ere  found  and  all  dealt  v/ith* 
Gassing  was  again  employed  with  great  success  in  connection  v/ith  infestations 
at  the  refuse  tip  and  also  the  river  banks,  whilst  all  other  infestations 
were  treated  with  'Warfarin  or  pre-baiting  and  poisoning. 


Several  large  retail  foodstores  as  well  as  the  Bacon  factory  have 
standing  Contracts  with  commercial  firms,  subject  to  the  over-riding 
supervision  of  the  rodent  operator  and  a close  co-operation  has  been 
maintained  by  all  parties  concerned. 


The  following  is  a suiomary  of  the  year’s  work 


Local  Authority. 
Tyi^e  of  Property, 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(3) 

: Local 

Dwelling 

All  other 

Total  of 

Agriciiltural 

Auth#. 

Houses 

(including 

Cols . 

i 

(inc# 

Business 

(1)(2) 

Council 

Houses,) 

Promises) 

& (3) 

1 

1# 

Total  Number  of 
properties  in 
L,A,Area. 

I 4 

2055 

225 

2284 

1 

5 1 

2. 

Number  of 

1 

i 

j 

properties 
inspected  as  a 
result  of  : 

J 

(a)  Notification 

- ; 

62 

12 

74 

2 

1 

(b.)  Survey, 

; ^ 

121 

49 

174 

3 

! 

Total  inspections 
carried  out  incl, 
re-inspections . 

i 115  , 

443 

140 

760 

64 

4. 

Number  of 
properties 

j 

*■" 

i 

inspected  (under  2)  ^ 

j 

found  to  be 
infested  by 

i 

i 

(a)  Rate 

(Minor ^ 

1 

^ 3 ^ 

1 

61 

1 

24 

CO 

CO 

; 1 

(b)  Mice  (Major ^ 

3 

3 

- I 

(Minor; 

- ! 

5 

3 

8 

— i 

3. 

Number  of  infested 

1 

j # 

properties  (under  4)i 

treated  by  L#A, 

i ^ ^ 

70 

22 

96 

7 

) 
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INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  MD  OTHER  FOODS, 

Two  slaughterhouses  are  now  operating  within  the  Borough*  One 
serves  the  factory  of  Messrs  C,  & T.Harris  (Co-lne)  Ltd,,  at  v/hich  the  neat 
inspection  service  is  carried  out  by  a part  tine  Veterinary  Inspector 
who  reports  regularly  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health* 

The  other  slau^terhouse  serves  the  local  butchers  and  the  butchers 
of  several  adjoining  areas  as  well  as  supplying  neat  for  Snithfield  Meat 
Market,  London* 

The  neat  inspection  at  this  establishment  is  carried  out  by 
qualified  Meat  Inspectors  who  hold  the  Certificate  for  Inspection  of  Meat 
and  other  foods  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health© 

The  number  of  aninals  returned  under  the  Statistics  of  Trade  Act 
and  the  anounts  condemned  are  tabulated  hereunder  in  the  prescribed  form 


mESE  FI  CURES  REFER  TO  THE  PRIVATE  SLAUGHTERHOUSE  ONLY. 


Cattle 

Coy;s, 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheo-p 

& 

Lambs 

Pigs . 

N'um.ber  killed  (if  known) 

450 

28 

3314 

2278 

2216  i 

Number  Inspected 

450 

28 

5314 

2278 

2216  1 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 
^ Cysi^xc  03TCX  0 

1 ‘ 1 1 1 M I ■■■ 

"Whole  carcasses 
condemned. 

40 

13 

16 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned. 

99 

12 

65 

58 

^4 

Percemfcage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci. 

22*00 

42*86 

1.97 

3.12 

! 

i 

1 

19.86, 

Tuberculosis  only: 
"Whole  carcasses 

i 

^ 1 

Carcasses  of  which 
some  part  ojt  organ 
condemned. 

27 

3 

I 

i 

69 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis. 

6,00 

10.71 

i 

3.29 

ONE  CASE  OE 

CYSTICERCDS DOVES  IN  CATTLE  Y/AS  POUND, 

The  percentage  increase  and  decrease  over  the  killings  for  1957 
is  as  follo?;s 


Cattle  excluding  cov/s 

Pall 

13fo 

Cows 

Rise 

33^ 

Calves 

Pall 

57fo 

Sheep 

Rise 

l6fo 

Pigs 

Rise 

ITfo 
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GAME  LICENCES, 

There  are  two  holders  of  licences, 

INSPECTION  OF  OTHER  FOODS . 

The  followinc  foodstuffs  (other  than  hone  killed  neat)  were  also 
condemned 


Eruit 

197  Tins, 

Fish 

23  Tins, 

Soup 

10  Tins, 

Meat 

48  Tins, 

MilJc 

10  Tins. 

Preserves 

6 Jars, 

Vegetables . 

14^f  Tins, 

Cream 

1 Tin, 

Dried  Apricots  27i  lbs. 

ZESH, 

There  are  two  retailers  of  fresh  fish  and  t\TO  fried  fish 
estahlishnents  in  the  District,  It  has  been  imnecessary  to  condemn  any 
fish  dinring  the  year. 

Many  traders  also  retail  frozen  fish  from  refrigerated  cabinets. 


EilLK. 

Licences  issued  to  Distributors  mider  the  Milk  Regulations  for 
the  year  1958  were  as  follows 

(1)  Dealers  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation 

Tuberculin  Tested  .o».  k- 

(2)  Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  special 

designation  Tuberculin  Tested,  3 

(3)  Dealer  Licence  to  use  the  special  designation 

Pasteurised,  , , • , 2 

(4)  Supplementary  Licence  to  use  the  special 

designation  Pasteurised,  3 

. Three  of  the  above  Distributors  retail  Channel  Islands  Milk, 

In  all,  there  are  POUR  Dair^onen  retailing  nilk  with  premises  in  the  Borough, 
a^d  THREE  retailers  distributing  milk  whose  premises  are  in  the  adjoining 
I^al  District, 


Samples, 

Milk  from  all  the  Retailers  is  sampled  and  passed  on  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  for  testing,  Each  sample  from 
designated  milks  is  subjected  to  the  statutory  tests  as  proscribed  in 
the  Regulations,  Samples  of  raw  millc  are  not  now  submitted  for 
biological  examination. 


The  number  of  samples  talcen  during  the  year  was 


Statutory  Test 


Unsatisfactory. 

2 


Milk  is  supplied  daily,  during  tern,  to  all  the  schools  in 
the  Borough, 

The  Wiltshire  County  Council  is  the  Food  & Drugs  Authority  for 
the  area  and  are  responsible  for  licensing  the  one  Pasteurisation  Plant 
witliin  the  Borough, 


ICE  CREM.^, 

At  the  end  of  1958  there  were  TWENTY-TWO  premises  registered  for 
the  storage  and  sale  of  Ice-Cream, 

Samples, 

6k  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  placed  in 
the  follovd.ng  categories  ;- 


Grade  1 
Grade  2 
Grades  3 & k 


♦ 


60  Samples 
8 Samples 
NIL. 
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ICE  CREAM  (continued) 

* Samples  - Judgement  of  Ice  Cream  is  "based  on  a series  of 

Samples# 

•*  Over  a six  monthly  period,  50^  of  a vendor's  samples  should  fall 

into  Crade  1,  80^  into  Grades  1 or  2,  not  more  than  20^  into  Grade  and 

none  into  Grade  4# 

There  are  five  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  sending  their  products 

to  Caine# 

From  the  sampling  record  it  is  obvious  that  the  Ice  Cream  is  of 
a high  hygienic  qiaality  and,  as  all  samples  ?;ere  purcha,sed  as  retail  sales, 
it  is  evident  that  adequate  steps  are  being  taken  to  ensure  that  the  product 
is  suitably  protected  during  distribution  and  during  storage  at  the  retail 
shops. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN  TRADES. 


There  is  a total  of  88  premises  in  the  Borough  ?7here  food  and  drink 
is  maniifactured,  prepared,  supplied,  or  sold,  where  the  requirements  of 
the  Food  HjT-giene  Regulations  1955  apply# 


The  premises  may  be  broadly  classified  as  follows  (where  more  than 
one  trade  is  carried  out,  the  most  prominent  trade  is  given  ) 


Bakehouses  4 
Confectioners  Shops,  7 
Fried  Fish  Shops.  2 
Bakers'  Shops,  2 
Greengrocers  Shops  3 
Boarding  Houses  & Hotels  3 
School  Kitchens,  8 


Cafes  and  Snack  Bars  3 

Butchers*  Shops  6 

Grocers  Shops  18 

Meat  Manufacturing 

Premises  1 

Public  Houses,  Beer 
Bottling  Premises, 
and  Off-Licences  14 


Halls,  Canteens  & Clubs  - 17* 


SHOPS# 

No  statutory  action  has  been  necessary  under  the  Shops  Act, 1950# 
All  shops  are  inspected  from  time  to  time. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 1948;. 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the  Factories  Acts 
1937-48,  v;hich  are  required  to  be  furnished  by  Section  128  (3)  of  that  Act, 
v/ith  respect  to  the  matters  under  Parts  1 & "^ll  v;hich  are  administered  by 
the  District  Council, 


PPU/IISESo  NO.  ON 

REGISTER, 


1#  Factories  in 
which  Secs, 

^>2,3,4,  & 6 
are  to  be  en- 
forced by  L^,  6 

2,  Factories  not 
included  in  1 
in  which  Sec, 7 
is  erd'orced  by  L.A,  30 

3t  Other  premises  in 
which  SeCo7»is 
eriforced  by  L#A, 

, (Excluding  Out- 

YiTorkers  Premises)  NIL 


INSPECTIONS, 


1 


36 


NIL 


VffilTTEN 

NOTICES, 


1 


7 


NIL 


PROSECUTIONS. 


NIL 


NIL 


NIL. 


TOTAL  36  37  8 nil. 
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SHOPS  (Continued) 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

FOUND 0 RaiEDIED  Ff  L,A.  PROSECUTIONS. 


Yifant  of  cleanliness* 

Overcrowding, 

Unreasonable  temperature. 

Inadequate  ventilation* 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors. 

Sanitary  Conveniences, 

(a)  Insufficient  0 
(b^  Unsuitable  or  Defective 
(o)  Not  separate  for  Sexes, 

Note;  The  cases  in  which  defects  were  found,  all  occurred  in 
December, 

ONE  Outworker  is  registered  under  Section  110, 

SAIHTARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DIS'IRICT, 

The  follov/ing  is  a summary  of  the  year’s  work  in  accordance  v/ith 
the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  * (Outside  London)  Regulations  1935“51» 


Visits  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  1955  851 
Building  Byelaws  Administration  - New  Drains  65 

Others  512 
Visits  under  the  Housing  Acts  1957»  15 0 
Visits  under  the  Factories  Acts,  1937“^  37 
Visits  under  the  Shops  Act, 1950  66 
Miscellaneous  unclassified  visits  1558 
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